[Changes in reaction potentials in neurotic depression].
An investigation, comparing the event related potential (ERP) of depressive patients and a control group is presented. The components N100, P200, N200 and P300 have been recorded during the Stroop colour-word-interference test. The task is to name the colour of a colour word presented in a different colour, to read the word of an achromatic colour word and to name the colour of colour strips. The reaction time to name the colour or the word resulted in a general retardation for the patients with neurotic depression in comparison to the control group. The components of the acoustic evoked potentials, recorded after a warning stimulus S1, 4 s before the single Stroop stimuli showed no differences in amplitude or latency. The visual evoked potentials, associated to the Stroop stimuli showed, in case of the neurotic depressive patients an increase of the P300-amplitude. This result is interpreted as an increased cognitive effort of the patients in case of the employed experimental approach.